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of the army. De Lesseps had to write a sharp letter,
saying that the honour of the army was as dear to him
as it was to the General, and that he set great store
by the written and verbal instructions of the Govern-
ment, and of public opinion in France. He asked point
blank. " Do you desire, yes or no, to enter Rome by
force and assume the offensive without being attacked,
or having received any formal orders ? When you have
once reached the gates of Rome, and destroyed its walls
with your guns, how are you going to occupy the city?
Are we at once to give notice to the French families
residing in Rome that they had better withdraw if they
dread the consequences of an early rupture? And are
you prepared to make yourself responsible for the con-
sequences of forcing your protection upon an unwilling
population? "
The danger was so imminent, however, that the army
might march on Rome despite all his representations,
that De Lesseps thought it advisable to leave the city
and make his residence at the French headquarters,
where he could bring his influence more adequately to
bear on the impatient commanders.
At a council of war De Lesseps with difficulty
secured a vote from the French Generals maintaining
the status quo. But it was evident that a resumption
of hostilities would take place on the slightest provoca-
tion, and news that the Austrian forces were advancing
seemed sufficient justification to Oudinot for abandon-
ing all attempts at a settlement.
In a last effort for peace De Lesseps was induced to
send an ultimatum calling on the Roman authorities to
give a definite answer to the reasonable French pro-